
During the outbreak of the Second Congo 
War in 1998, Samuel Uwimana was born in 
a town called Vyura, in Katanga Province. 
His  family  eventually  fled  as  asylum-

seekers to Rwanda, relocating again to Kenya by the time Samuel was 11. Early in their 8 
years there, Samuel’s father died, forcing him to drop out of school to care for his 
family by selling sausages on the street for a mere $2 a day. They prayed fervently for 
a permanent place to call home. A pastor wanted to help, so he paid Samuel’s school 
fees and got him back in the classroom. Samuel took the opportunity and ran with it, 
completing grade after grade and learning English in the process.

 
When  we  met  Samuel  in  2018,  he  was  a  recent 
arrival to Amarillo. On paper, this young man was 
only a statistic—one of 19 Congolese people, and 54 refugees overall, 
who were officially resettled in Amarillo that year. More than a number, 
Samuel was a person with a family, a history, and hopes for his future! We 
welcomed him into our Face to Face program, pairing him with Adrian as 
his mentor. Their relationship wasn’t formal; it was a friendship. Sometimes 
they would go weeks without contact, and other times they’d team up to 
help out-of-state family, work on school applications, or just go see a movie.

Samuel completed his GED, and then went to work at 
a local meatpacking plant with his mom. He quickly grew discouraged and exhausted 
there, recognizing that his job would prevent him from continuing to learn and find new 
opportunities.  He took a risk and jumped into college classes at Amarillo College, 
supporting himself by working nights in home hospice care. Last year, Samuel became 
certified as a phlebotomy/EKG Technician.
 
When the COVID-19 pandemic struck, the local health department invited us to 
collaborate with the CDC in order to disseminate accurate information to leaders of 
the refugee communities which were being hit hardest. As part of this initiative, the 
city needed to hire over a dozen interpreters. Samuel was one of the individuals we 
invited  to  participate,  because  he  speaks  Swahili,  Kinyarwanda,  and  French—in 
addition to his excellent English.
 

Samuel  was  fantastic  in  this  role,  helping  people 
understand  their  positive  test  results,  explaining 
symptoms, and providing virus prevention tips. When a local news station 
wanted the scoop about the city’s interpreting initiative, we encouraged them 
to interview Samuel, who is an excellent spokesperson and leader. His poise 
and joy were evident even on camera.  
 
It didn’t take long for others to notice Samuel’s leadership. His supervisor at 
the  Health  Department  shared  about  this  impressive  young man with  her 
sister,  the  principle  of  the  most  diverse  elementary  school  in  our 
city.  Eastridge Elementary soon hired Samuel as a Teaching Assistant, 

and then Catholic Charities offered him a position in their after-school program. Now he is an important 
bridge for African communities in both places. Do you think that’s where this story ends? Think again…
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Now,  Samuel  is  helping  us  to  lead  a  brand  new  initiative—a  Youth 
Mentorship program! We are partnering with Catholic Charities to train 
volunteer mentors and pair them with refugee youth, and Samuel was at 
the front of the room on the first week. Now he has a chance to impact the 
next generation as a mentor. Samuel's résumé, which was empty just a few 
years ago, won't fit on one page for long. He's poised to impact our city and our 
world.  As a leader,  don't  you think he'll  be capable of bridging even deeper 
divides? We're not sure he even needs us anymore… And that's how it should 
be. If only that pastor in Kenya could see him now. 
 

Samuel’s story epitomizes the heart of Refugee Language Project. We build 
relationships, meet felt needs, and empower those people as leaders to impact others. 
We do this because that’s what Jesus did. He poured himself into a few people, and he 

empowered them as leaders who would go on to change the entire world.

Join us on January 12 at 7 PM for our first-ever Amarillo Refugee State of the 
Union address! This 90-minute Zoom Webinar is your chance to learn all about 

Amarillo’s refugees. We will present what we’ve learned from our years of 
research, and then share our recommendations for the city & local partners. 

When we met with refugee communities last year, we discussed their pasts and 
compared them to the present. Then we listened to their hopes for the future. 
Log in on January 12 to dream with us about how we can make that future a 
reality. Everyone is welcome, including community partners, volunteers, and 
friends near and far. Register at refugeelanguage.org/state-of-the-union/.



 2020  
at a glance

RLP ORGANIZATION 

• Began accepting donations directly as a fully-
formed 501(c)(3) organization 

• Hired four part-time employees to grow our 
literacy and mentorship programs 

COVID-19 

• Adapted to the COVID crisis, liaising with the 
CDC and helping the city hire interpreters 

PROGRAMS 

• Met with refugee communities for dialogues 
about their needs regarding culture, community 
spaces, education, & business development 

• Received a $7,500 grant from the Women’s 
Philanthropy Fund so we can resume classes 

• Partnered with Catholic Charities to produce a 
new Youth Mentorship program 

LOCAL ADVOCACY 

• Helped to produce a popular virtual refugee 
celebration, including 4 interviews with refugee 
leaders, that has been aired over PBS. View at 
refugeelanguage.org/resources/ 

• Supported local schools with culture trainings, 
and connected refugee communities with 
administrators to address issues directly 

• Began serving on a city task force focused on 
racial equity 

NATIONAL INVOLVEMENT 

• Interviewed for articles by BuzzFeed, The New 
Yorker, and several podcasts 

• Offered private coaching to fellow refugee 
practitioners around the country 

• Began serving on the Leadership Team of the 
Refugee Highway Partnership of North America



R E F U G E E L A N G U A G E . O R G / G I V E

refugeelanguage.org 

refugeelanguageproject 

@RefugeeLanguageProject 

contact@refugeelanguage.org 

Refugee Language Project 
3701 S. Soncy Rd.  

Amarillo, TX 79119 
(806) 680-5570

Please consider supporting RLP with a year-end gift or a recurring 
monthly contribution. We now accept donations directly on our website 

or by mail. Our vision continues to grow, and with it so does our need for 
monthly donors. Thank you to everyone who has supported this 

organization over the past few years. Celebrate with us at the successes 
we’ve had together on this exciting journey. Your partnership has been 

such a blessing to us. We’re not done yet!

REMOVING LANGUAGE BARRIERS.  
BUILDING LEADERS.  
CULTIVATING COMMUNITY. 


