
Dear friends, 
 
Four years ago, 20 people from Redeemer Christian Church sat down in my living 
room to pray and brainstorm about what would later become Refugee Language 
Project. Crystal and I had just concluded our work with Wycliffe Bible Translators, and 
we were seeking a way to redirect our passion toward a new mission. We watched as 
the national rhetoric turned harshly against refugees, while also learning about gaps 
that existed for these communities in our own city. Surely there was something other 
than social media shouting matches that would actually display the Kingdom of God 
in a tangible way right here and now. How could we be part of the solution by 
bringing shalom to our neighbor? 
 
Recently, we rented out a neighborhood pool to celebrate our son’s birthday. This 
enabled us to invite more friends than usual, so Crystal invited her friend Naw Win 
Win, and I invited my friend Dr. Salad. Both families came and enjoyed conversations 
with our parents, friends, and neighbors. It really was quite the sight to behold: a 
Karen Buddhist family sitting here, a Somali Muslim family there, each smiling and 
eating together with our family! It was a picture of the shalom that we long for, 
when all people are united in wholeness before God. 
 
As I swam in the pool, I looked up to see Dr. Salad in conversation with my friend 
David. What a blessing to see that I no longer needed to serve as Dr. Salad’s bridge! 
He no longer needed my introductions. Salad felt as welcomed as everyone else; he 
was family. Later that night, he mentioned just how touched he was at being invited 
to his first American birthday party. He told me, “Ryan, you pulled us through the 
door.” Isn’t that a beautiful picture? Three years ago, this dear friend was terrified 
to step foot into my home for the first time, and now he’s been pulled through a 
door into my community. This is a picture of the shalom we seek.  
 
Shalom refers to peace, but it’s so much more than the absence of conflict. Shalom 
describes a wholeness, where we have the grace to fully function and thrive in the 
midst of troubled times. Shalom is about flourishing communities! As I watched the 
partygoers feast on the sambusas that Dr. Salad generously provided, my heart 
pleaded, “More of this, Father!” How can we open doors across our city to 
transformational community, where different people are welcomed together in unity 
and wholeness. As we have grown as an organization, hiring staff and moving into 
our new office, our heart remains the same. We want to be used by God to bring 
wholeness and flourishing to refugee communities. 
 
As I think about all the new relationships we’ve sparked, I still dream of more! Yes, 
we love to serve individuals, but we also want to address the systemic problems that 
cause the languishing we see. To approach these deeper solutions, we held a series of 
dialogues with refugee communities, and then shared our findings in a web address 
called the Amarillo Refugee State of the Union. The climax was a set of 7 Key 
Recommendations. I will use the rest of this letter to share about two of the exciting 
projects that have come out of those recommendations. 
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One recommendation was that a multi-cultural community center needs to be 
opened, where refugee communities can celebrate their cultures, receive education, 
develop businesses, and interact with the broader population in positive ways. We 
are thankful for the opportunity to support two other organizations (We Find in Love 
and Square Mile) as they pursue this vision! Stay tuned for developments of The 
PLACE: The Place for Language, Arts, Culture & Economic Growth. Something we’ve 
prayed about for years is taking shape before our eyes! 
 
During our research, we confirmed that Amarillo’s meatpacking industry draws a high 
percentage of refugees with low levels of education. To see refugees flourish in our 
city, we must focus on beginners. So we recommended that literacy education be 
prioritized by local ESL programs, and we hired a team to focus on growing our own 
unique literacy program to meet those needs. In the last two months, we’ve paired 
nearly two dozen new students with personal literacy tutors who address their 
specific needs in the safety of their own homes! 
 
However, it is difficult to teach literacy skills in a second language! Students must first 
learn to read in their mother tongues before bridging to English. Unfortunately, many 
of these languages have few written resources worldwide! How can they learn to 
read in a language for which no books exist? We recommended that new materials 
be developed in these languages, and we recognized our unique qualifications to 
tackle this challenge. We have developed a vision to record the stories of Amarillo’s 
refugees, and to produce bilingual storybooks from them! These books will support 
literacy efforts worldwide, while also providing crucial opportunities for refugee 
children to connect with their heritages. We are excited to announce that the 
Amarillo Area Foundation has awarded us a $60,000 grant for this project! 
 
This Fall, we invite you to participate by coming to our revamped Thursday night 
Table Talk program, where we will hear some of these stories. Each week we will 
focus on the culture, foods, and stories of a particular refugee community! You will 
have the opportunity not only to hear these stories, but to offer insight so that we 
can improve them before printing. Our hope is that through these dialogues, you will 
form meaningful new friendships. Stay tuned via email and social media for 
opportunities to participate! Table Talk resumes September 2! 
 
In closing, I encourage you to make a donation to support this work. We’ve 
enclosed a return envelope for you to send a check, or you can give online at 
refugeelanguage.org/give. As you can see, we have a lot still to do. We can’t do 
that without your investment and prayer. Speaking of prayer, have you joined our 
Prayer Team? Check out the newsletter to learn how to get on our list! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ryan Pennington 
Executive Director 
Refugee Language Project

2001 S. Polk 
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Removing language barriers. Building leaders. Cultivating community. 

We’ve Moved!
Do you remember moving out on your own for the first time? There was probably 
excitement & energy with the transition. New beginnings, places & opportunities 
are certainly thrilling, but there is also a loss of a “covering” over you once you’re on 
your own. We’ve felt some of those same emotions in the process of moving our 
office from Redeemer Christian Church into our own building in the middle of the 
city. Gratitude has been in our hearts for the generous covering that Redeemer 
provided during our incubation as an organization.  Their support & encouragement 
has enabled us to take the next step. Now it’s time to be out on our own…

Through a generous partnership with Crossroads Church here in Amarillo, we 
renovated a former youth building on their property to use as our new office.  
Many of you donated money for moving/set up costs & in just a few months, 
renovations were completed, furniture was acquired, & the team set up shop & got 
to work.  We held a special open house & dedication several weeks ago & invited 
people in the community to come check out the new space! A display of flags (above) 
representing the many nationalities & ethnicities in Amarillo is proudly displayed in 
the new office, & many friends have enjoyed dropping in & spotting their own flags!

A diverse group of volunteers, leaders, community members, refugees & former 
refugees dropped by to say hello & celebrate with us! We were especially 
honored by a gorgeous charcoal drawing that our dear friend & talented artist 
Thaw Klaw brought as a gift for the office (pictured right). It was truly a 
celebration & launch for the exciting things we are working on in 2021.  There is 
not a single one of you who has not had to face challenges, disrupted plans, 
cancelled dreams or serious struggles in the past year. Refugee Language Project 
is no different, as many of our programs & relationships sat on pause for a long 
time. However, the pandemic gave us time to rethink strategies & make changes 
that we feel are setting us up for our best year yet. Look inside to find out what 
plans are in the works…

Many of you have asked how you can 
pray for RLP & the good of our city 
through the flourishing of refugee 
communities. We have developed a 
prayer team for this purpose. Our goal is 
to have 10 people committed to praying 
every day of the month—that's 300 
people engaged in prayer for the 
refugees of Amarillo & RLP's role in 
serving them. Here’s how to join:  

1. Pick a day of the month that you 
will commit to pray for refugees in 
our city & mark it on your calendar. 

2. Send an email to Emily 
emily@refugeelanguage.org & let 
her know what day you picked.  

3. Check your inbox for regular 
updates on specific prayer requests, 
praying for them on your selected 
day. 

Pray Mentor

GET INVOLVED today!
J U L Y  2 0 2 1  N E W S L E T T E R

New!

This summer, sign up to partner with a 
refugee as a mentor!  Each day we are 

being contacted by refugees wanting to 
practice their English & we need YOU 

to help us by offering your time & 
friendship to these neighbors. You don’t 

need any experience as a teacher or 
with cross-cultural work. We’ll help get 

you started & provide ongoing 
coaching.   

- We provide a short 30-45 minute 
training. 

- We give you resources, tips, & 
books to help. 

- We try to match you with someone 
who has similar interests or 
hobbies. 

- We will attend your first meeting 
with you to help break the ice. 

Call Jen at (806)553-5160 or email us 
to sign up!  

CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
CONTACT INFORMATION ON 

THE BACK PAGE! 

Thank you for your participation in this 
important work! You can give online by 
going to our website. Once there, you 
can make a one-time donation or sign 

up to give on a recurring schedule.  

If online giving isn’t your style, feel free 
to mail a check to our office at 2001 S. 

Polk, Amarillo, Texas 79109.  

We can also process donations over the 
phone, so give us a call at 

806-553-5160.  

All donations are private, secure, & tax-
deductible. Refugee Language Project 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

established in the state of Texas. 
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During our State of the Union web 
address in January, we made 7 key 

recommendations for our city. Since that 
time, a synergy of ideas, empowerment 
& community-building are making big 

waves on the local scene. Refugee 
Language Project has carefully 

considered what initiatives should be 
ours to own, which things should be 

passed off to others, & what pieces of 
the puzzle can come together through 
strategic collaboration. Take a look at 
the incredible progress we’ve seen in 

just 6 months. Thanks be to God!  

Can you imagine trying to learn to read in a second 
language if you weren’t able to read in your first? If you 
think that sounds nearly impossible, you’re right! 
Literacy in one’s mother tongue is a vital bridge to 
literacy in subsequent languages. With this idea in mind, 
we developed a vision for a mother tongue storybook 
project & were recently awarded a $60,000 grant 
through the Amarillo Area Foundation to make it 
happen! A large portion of our focus & energy for the 
remainder of 2021 will be spent working with a few 
refugee communities to record, translate & produce 
storybooks in various languages. This will enable 
communities to preserve their own culture & history 
while also promoting vital early literacy habits. Our 
revamped Table Talk program will be resuming in the 
Fall as a place for volunteers to contribute by helping 
various groups edit & polish their stories before being 
finalized & printed. Different ethnic groups will be 
invited each time to both work on storybooks & educate 
the Amarillo community about their culture, history & 
food. Follow us on social media & sign up for our email 
newsletters to know how you can play a part!

Update on Recommendations from the 

 Amarillo State of 
the Union 2021 We recommended that literacy education be prioritized by local 

ESL programs, & to answer this challenge we hired people to focus 
on growing our own literacy program to meet those needs. This has 

led to an explosion of new one-on-one mentorships. In the past 2 
months alone, 15 new literacy mentorships have started, bringing 

our total to 34! Tutors are able to address specific needs of 
mentees in their own homes. Our team has been working hard to 

train, equip & support new volunteers as they help these new 
friends gain literacy skills. We still need mentors as we have a list 

of people waiting to be matched. No experience is necessary & 
plenty of support is provided. If you’re interested, flip to the back 

page to see how to take your first step. 

Last month, 11 people, including RLP staff & key volunteers, participated in a two-day healing group & 
equipping lead by facilitators from the Trauma Healing Institute. Participants walked away with tools to 
process their own heart wounds & help others do the same. This was the first step of many in hopefully 
bringing trauma healing resources to refugee communities.

We recommend that new partners rise up to engage 
refugee communities by developing an approach to 

trauma care.

We recommend that mother tongue education be 
promoted wherever possible.

Grace, Lay & Ler were  
matched in May

Emily registers a new 
literacy student

Panhandle   
Refugee  

Ce lebrat ion   
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We have known that a multi-cultural community center is a large 
piece of the puzzle for several years now, but it has always been 
too big of a vision for us to take on ourselves. However, since the 
State of the Union findings were shared earlier this year, another 
organization has come forward with the desire & ability to use 

their unique skills, resources & passion to make this vision 
happen. We are excited to walk alongside two local non-profits, 

We Find In Love & Square Mile Community Development, as 
they work to launch The PLACE! It will be THE place for 

Language, Art, Culture & Economic Growth in our city. It aims to 
be community minded, while refugee-focused. Stay tuned for 

developments on these plans that are close to the heart of RLP. 

We recommend that new partners rise up to engage 
refugee communities by forming a business 

development program & exploring farming initiatives.

We recommend that local partners collaborate to 
open a multicultural community center.


